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Article 1. General Provisions 

 Title  
Title 14 of the Lake Havasu City Municipal Code is and may be cited as the Lake Havasu City 
Development Code, or referred to as the ȰDevelopment Code,ȱ ÏÒ Ȱ#ÏÄÅȢȱ 

 Purpose  
The purpose of this Development Code is to implement the policies of the Lake Havasu City General 
Plan by classifying and regulating the uses of land and structures within Lake Havasu City.  In 
addition, this Development Code is adopted to protect and to promote the public health, safety and 
general welfare of residents, and preserve and enhance the aesthetic quality of the city.  To fulfill 
these purposes, it is the intent of this Development Code to: 

 Implement the uses of land designated by the updated Lake Havasu City General Plan and 
avoid conflicts between land uses;  

 Provide standards for the orderly growth and development of the city, and promote a 
stable pattern of land uses;  

 Maintain and protect the value of property;  
 Further the development of business and tourism industries. 
 Conserve and protect the open space, scenic beauty and other natural resources of the city; 

while also promoting recreational land uses.   
 Protect the character, and social and economic stability of residential, commercial and 

industrial areas; and 
 Assist in maintaining a high quality of life without causing unduly high public or private 

costs for development or unduly restricting private enterprise, initiative or innovation in 
design. 

 Authority  
This Development Code is enacted based on the authority vested in Lake Havasu City by the State of 
Arizona, including but not limited to the Arizona State Constitution and Planning and Zoning Law. 

 Effective Date 
The effective date of this Development Code ɉȰ%ÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ $ÁÔÅȱɊ is March 24, 2016.   

 Applicability and Jurisdiction 

 This Development Code applies to all land uses, subdivisions and development within Lake 
Havasu City unless specifically exempted by specific sections of this Code.   

 The provisions of this Development Code shall be the minimum requirements for the 
promotion of the public health, safety, and general welfare.  When this Development Code 
provides for discretion on the part of a city official or body, that discretion may be exercised 
to impose more stringent requirements than identified in this Development Code, as may 
be necessary to promote orderly land use and development, environmental resource 
protection, and the other purposes of this Development Code.  
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 Except as may be otherwise provided by this Article for a specific overlay district: 

 Any land use normally allowed in the primary zoning district by this Code may be 
allowed within an overlay district, subject to any additional requirements of the overlay 
district;  

 Development and new land uses within an overlay district shall obtain the zoning 
approvals required by this Code for the primary zoning district; and  

 Development and new land uses within an overlay district shall comply with all 
applicable development standards of the primary zoning district and all other 
applicable provisions of this Development Code.  

 Zoning Map 
Lake Havasu City shall be divided into zoning districts that ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 0ÌÁÎȢ  4ÈÅ 
zoning districts, identified in Article 2, shall be shown on the Zoning Map.  The Lake Havasu City 
:ÏÎÉÎÇ -ÁÐ ɉȰ:ÏÎÉÎÇ -ÁÐȱɊ is incorporated by reference into this Code. 

 Compliance Required 

 NEW AND CHANGED LAND USES OR STRUCTURES   
It is unlawful for any person to establish, construct, reconstruct, alter or replace any use of land 
or structure, except in compliance with the requirements of this Development Code, unless 
compliance is not required by Section 14.05.05 (Pre-existing Development and 
Nonconformities). 

 SUBDIVISION OF LAND   
Any subdivision of land proposed after the effective date of this Development Code shall be 
consistent with the minimum lot size and dimension requirements and all other applicable 
requirements of this Development Code.  

 OTHER REQUIREMENTS MAY APPLY   
Nothing in this Development Code eliminates the need for obtaining any other permits 
required by the city, or any permit, approval or entitlement required by the regulations of any 
regional, state or federal agency. 

 Nuisances Prohibited 
Any structure or use that is altered, changed, constructed, converted, enlarged, erected, established, 
installed, maintained, moved, operated, or used contrary to the provisions of this Development Code 
or any applicable condition of approval imposed on a permit, is hereby declared to be unlawful and a 
public nuisance, and shall also be subject to the remedies and penalties identified in this chapter and 
Chapter 8.08 (Nuisances) of the Municipal Code. 
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 Relationship to Other Regulations 

 CONFLICTING REQUIREMENTS 
If conflicts occur between requirements of this Development Code, or between this 
Development Code, the Lake Havasu City Municipal Code or other regulations of the city, the 
most restrictive provision shall apply.  

 STATE LAW REQUIREMENTS   
Where this Development Code references applicable provisions of state law, the reference shall 
be construed to be to the applicable state law provisions as they may be amended from time to 
time. 

 Relationship to Third-Party Private Agreements 
This Development Code applies to all land uses and development regardless of whether it imposes a 
greater or lesser restriction on the development or use of structures or land than a private agreement 
or restriction, without affecting the applicability of any agreement or restriction.  The city shall not 
enforce any private covenant or agreement unless it is a party to the covenant or agreement. 

 Interpretation  

 GENERAL 

 The Zoning Administrator has the authority to interpret any provision of this 
Development Code.  Interpretation of this Code includes clarification of intention and 
procedure, and determination of unspecified land uses and uncertainties pertaining to 
the Zoning Map.  

 PERMITTED USES 

 Interpretation also includes determinations as to whether a use of land is permitted by 
this Development Code. If a proposed use of land is not specifically listed in Article II 
(Zoning Districts, Allowable Land Uses, and Zone-Specific Standards), the use shall 
only be permitted if the Zoning Administrator makes the following determinations:   

 The characteristics of, and activities associated with, the proposed use are 
equivalent to those of 1 or more of the uses listed in the zoning district as 
allowable, and would not involve a higher level of activity or population 
density than the uses listed in the district;  

 The proposed use would meet the purpose/intent of the zoning district that 
is applied to the subject site; and  

 The proposed use would be consistent with the goals and policies of the 
General Plan and any applicable specific plan.  

 If the Zoning Administrator determines that an unlisted use is equivalent to a listed use, 
the proposed use shall be treated in the same manner as the listed use in determining 
where it is allowed, what permits are required, and what other standards and 
requirements of this Development Code would apply.  
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 ZONING MAP 
Uncertainties regarding the location of a zoning district boundary on the Zoning Map shall be 
determined by the Zoning Administrator as follows:  

 If a district boundary approximately follows a lot, alley, or street line, this line shall be 
construed as the district boundary;  

 If a district boundary divides a lot and the boundary line location is not specified by 
distances on the Zoning Map, the location of the boundary will be determined using the 
Zoning Map scale; and  

 If a public street or alley is officially vacated or abandoned, the land that was formerly in 
the street or alley will be included within the zoning district of the adjoining property on 
either side of the centerline of the vacated or abandoned street or alley. 

 REFERRAL 
Whenever the Zoning Administrator determines that the meaning or applicability of any 
Development Code requirement is subject to interpretation, the Zoning Administrator may 
issue an official interpretation, or may refer any issue of interpretation to the Board of 
Adjustment for its determination. 

 PROCEDURE 
A request for an interpretation or determination of the meaning or applicability of any of the 
requirements of this Development Code shall be made in compliance with Article 5 (Procedures 
and Enforcement). 

 Transition to this Code 

 An application for a permit or approval that has been accepted by the Department as 
complete prior to the Effective Date or any amendment shall be processed in compliance 
with the requirements in effect when the application was accepted as complete.  Minor 
changes to applications in this category may also be processed pursuant to Sec. 14.05.03.N 
(Changes to an approved project) in compliance with the requirements in effect when the 
application was accepted as complete, but major changes to applications in this category 
shall be processed pursuant to Sec. 14.05.03.N (Changes to an approved project) in 
compliance with this Development Code. 

 An application for a permit or approval that has not been accepted by the Department as 
complete prior to the Effective Date, or that is submitted after the effective date, shall be 
processed in compliance with the requirements of this Development Code.  Minor and 
major changes to applications in this category shall also be processed pursuant to Sec. 
14.05.03.N (Changes to an approved project) in compliance with the requirements of this 
Development Code. 
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Article 2. Zoning District s  

 Zoning Districts Established 
The Base and Overlay zoning districts in the Current Zoning Districts column of Table 2-1 are hereby 
created.  These districts shall have the boundaries shown on the Official Zoning Map maintained in 
electronic form by the Community Investment Department and available on the Lake Havasu City 
website.  The Base zoning districts are grouped into three types ɂ Residential, Mixed Use, and 
Special Purpose.  

Each of the Base Zoning Districts listed in Table 2-1 are described below.  Each section includes a 
purpose statement, basic dimensional table, examples of development in that district, and an 
illustration, as well as any regulations that apply to only that district.  Permitted uses for each district 
are located in Article 3, and development standards applicable to all development are located in 
Article 4.   
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 Summary Table 
 

Table 2-1: Lake Havasu City, Arizona ς Zoning District Comparison 
Zoning Districts 
Base Zoning Districts 
Residential  
R-A Residential Agricultural 
R-E Residential Estate 

R-1 Single-Family 
R-2 Two-Family 
R-3 Limited Multiple-Family 
RMH  Manufactured Home District 
R-M  Multiple-Family 

R-UMS Uptown McCulloch Main Street  
R-CHD Commercial and Health  
R-SGD Southgate District 
Mixed Use and Special Purpose  
MU ς N Mixed Use Neighborhood 

MU ς G  Mixed Use - General 
Mixed Use  Commercial  

MU-UMS  
 C-CHD 
MU-CRW  
 C-SGD 
I-B Island-Beach 

C-1 Limited Commercial 
C-2 General Commercial 
LI Light Industrial 
I Industrial 

A-P Agriculture / Preservation 

P-1 Public Lands and Facilities 
GC  Golf Course 
Overlay Districts (3) 
AP-O  Airport Overlay 
NK-O  North Kiowa Overlay 
PD-O  Planned Development Overlay 
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 Residential Districts  

 R-A:  RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURAL 

 PURPOSE 

 This district is intended to provide for 
semi-rural, low-density, residential 
development and agricultural uses, in 
more isolated areas.  The one acre 
minimum lot size and one 
dwellings/acre maximum density 
standards restrict urban development.  
Designs that retain the visual character 
and appeal of the desert landscape are 
encouraged.  To foster the dual 
purposes of this district, principal land 
uses include single-family and two-
family dwellings as well as agricultural 
and animal related uses, plant 
nurseries and garden supply stores, 
and community gardens, as provided in Table 3-1 (Permitted Use Table). This district may 
serve as a transition between strictly residential and strictly agricultural land uses. 

 

 EXAMPLE 

 

 
  

TABLE 2-2     
R-A  DISTRICT  DIMENSIONAL STANDARD SUMMARY 

LOT STANDARDS 

Minimum lot area  1 acre 

Minimum lot width  60 ft. 

Minimum lot depth 120 ft. 

Maximum lot coverage N/A 

Maximum density 1 du/ac 

BUILDING STANDARDS 

Minimum depth front yard  50 ft. 

Minimum width of side yard  
General: 10 ft. 
Corner: 20 ft. 
Reverse: 50 ft. 

Minimum depth of rear yard  
General: 50 ft. 
Reverse: 10 ft. 

Maximum height of primary building  30 ft. 

This Table is a summary of selected standards; refer to Article 4 
Dimension Standards, for additional regulations. 
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 ILLUSTRATION 

 
 

 OTHER STANDARDS 

All development shall comply with all other applicable regulations in this Development 
Code including, without limitation, the Permitted Use regulations in Article 3 and the Form 
and Development regulations in Article 4.    
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 R-E:  RESIDENTIAL ESTATE 

 PURPOSE 

This district is intended to provide for 
large-lot, single-family residential 
development along a golf course, or 
centered around other recreational or 
open space uses.  To encourage this 
recreational component, in addition to 
single-family dwellings, principal land 
uses include golf courses, parks and 
playgrounds, and community gardens, 
as provided in Table 3-1 (Permitted 
Use Table). 

 

 

 

 

 EXAMPLES 

 

 
  

TABLE 2-3      

R-E  DISTRICT  DIMENSIONAL STANDARD SUMMARY 
LOT STANDARDS 

Minimum lot area  15,000 sq. ft. 

Minimum lot width  60 ft. 

Minimum lot depth 120 ft. 

Maximum lot coverage 50% 

Maximum density 3 du/ac 

BUILDING STANDARDS 

Minimum depth front yard  20 ft. 

Minimum width of side yard  
General: 10 ft. 
Corner: 10 ft. 
Reverse: 20 ft. 

Minimum depth of rear yard  
General: 20 ft. 
Reverse: 10 ft. 

Maximum height of primary building  30 ft. 

This Table is a summary of selected standards; refer to Article 4 
Dimension Standards, for additional regulations. 
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 ILLUSTRATION 

 
 

 

 

 OTHER STANDARDS 

All development shall comply with all other applicable regulations in this Development 
Code including, without limitation, the Permitted use regulations in Article 3 and the Form 
and Development regulations in Article 4.    



ARTICLE 2:  ZONING DISTRICTS  14.02.03:  RESIDENTIAL 
DISTRICTS  
  

 C:  R-1:  SINGLE-FAMILY 
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 R-1:  SINGLE-FAMILY 

 PURPOSE 

 This district is intended to promote 
and preserve Lake Havasu CityȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ 
predominant land use ɂsingle-family 
homes on individual lots ɀ in safe and 
attractive community settings.  
Primary land uses include single-family 
detached and attached homes and 
public or community oriented land 
uses such as schools, day care 
facilities, parks, and community 
gardens, as provided in Table 3-1 
(Permitted Use Table).   

 

 

 

 

 EXAMPLES 

 

 
  

TABLE 2-4    
R-1  DISTRICT  DIMENSIONAL STANDARD SUMMARY 

LOT STANDARDS 

Minimum lot area  10,000 sq. ft. 

Minimum lot width  60 ft. 

Minimum lot depth 120 ft. 

Maximum lot coverage 50% 

Maximum density 4 du/ac 

BUILDING STANDARDS 

Minimum depth front yard  20 ft. 

Minimum width of side yard  
General: 5 ft. 
Corner: 10 ft. 
Reverse: 20 ft. 

Minimum depth of rear yard  
General: 20 ft. 
Reverse: 5 ft. 

Maximum height of primary building  15 ft. 

This Table is a summary of selected standards; refer to Article 4 
Dimension Standards, for additional regulations. 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































